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When students are challenged to get to work solving real-life 

problems, the whole world becomes a classroom 
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A Driving Force 

Like many educators, I call the “mission statement” of 
a project a driving question.  It captures the heart of 
the project by providing purpose using clear and 
compelling language. 
 
Driving questions pose simply stated real world 
dilemmas. They pose predicaments that students find 
interesting and actually want to answer. The question 
drives students to discuss, inquire, and investigate the 
topic. It should push them toward a production or 
solution. In the process of investigating the question 
and sharing their answers, students learn important 
content and skills.  

http://www.ub.edu/ice


Make a Dent 
Steve Jobs had the mantra, “Let’s make a dent in the 
universe.”  
He was on a mission to change the world.  
 
The best projects set out to make a dent. The dent 
might be big or small, but at least the project has 
made a difference in the universe. 
 
Projects can make a difference by... 
 

• educating others 
• solving a problem 
• calling people to action 
• building something useful 
• planning an event 
• raising money for a purpose 
• recognizing or inspiring others 
• designing a better way to do something 
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Chicken or Egg Which comes first, the driving question or the learning 
goals?  
 
It depends.  
 
 
The most successful projects feed off of collaborators’ 
passions.  
 
Don’t be afraid to tap into them.  
 
Take what they are interested in and find a way to 
connect that interest to learning standards. 
 
Driving questions might have been: 
 
• What adventures would SpongeBob have during 

the Great Depression? 
• You are in charge of Nickelodeon. Propose episodes 

of SpongeBob that teach kids about finding 
common denominators. 

• How can we use SpongeBob to persuade our 
parents to protect Earth’s resources and 
environment? 
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Who writes the Question ? 

A good driving question is challenging to construct, 
even for an experienced professional educator.  
 
 
The facilitator will know best how to form a question 
that incorporates learning standards.  
 
To involve participants , the facilitator could get input 
from them about the potential driving question. 
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Types of Questions 
Solve a Problem: There’s a real-world predicament 
with multiple solutions. 
 
Educational: The purpose of the project is to teach 
others. 
 
Convince Others: Students persuade a specified 
audience to do something or change their opinions. 
 
Broad Theme: The project tackles big ideas. 
 
Opinion: Participants need to consider all sides of an 
issue in order to form and justify their opinions. 
 
Divergent: Students make predictions about 
alternative timelines and scenarios. 
 
Scenario-Based: Participants take on a fictional role 
with a mission to accomplish. 
 
Scaffolded Around Framing Words:   Ex:  How can I 
create a campaign to reduce burn out in my company? 

http://www.ub.edu/ice


Focusing on the Question 
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Action Verbs 

Taxonomy of Educational Objectives. Bloom B. 

http://www.ub.edu/ice


Last Revision 

What do I need to know ? 

What kind of resources might help ? 

How is this relevant to my question? 

How does it connect? 

Seleccionar aquella pregunta que mejor se ajuste a estos 4 criterios 
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AND THE FINALIST DRIVING QUESTION IS …………………………………. 

¿……………………………………………………………………………………. ? 
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http://www.teachthought.com/learning/a-better-list-of-

ideas-for-project-based-learning/ 
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